Monday, May 12, 2003
Joshua 8:1-9:27

The story of the Gibeonites is even more interesting than the ambush and conquest of Ai. Their deception of Israel demonstrates to us that people 3,500 years ago were no less clever and no less gullible than those of today.


The Gibeonites donned their well-planned disguises and headed out to save their people from destruction. Everything was planned to prove the lie that they had been on the road for weeks and lived nowhere in Canaan at all! Their shoes were worn out, their bread was molded, and even their clothing was torn to look roadworn. In their account of their fear of the Israelite God, they did not mention the recent destruction of Ai or Jericho since travelers from afar would not have yet heard about the battles.

Why did they do it? God had placed the land under an order for annihilation, but in those days a treaty was binding, even when deviously conceived. God’s name also lent permanence to the ancient treaty obligation of payment by the lesser, and protection by the greater, of the participants. Joshua’s pronouncement that the Gibeonites would become perpetual slaves for their lie brought no protestation on their part, perhaps because they knew that the deception couldn’t last, and believed slavery to Israel was preferable to death. The Gibeonites remained part of Israel’s history through the time of King David and even into the time of Nehemiah—over a thousand years after the treaty was agreed upon.


What is there for us to learn from this event? It is stated in 9:14, “So the men of Israel … did not ask for the ﻿counsel of the Lord.”  How often do the answers to our problems seem so obvious that we don’t bother to ask God for His counsel? We all know about “stopping to smell the roses” in our busy lives, but maybe we could also stop to talk to God about our daily tasks, asking Him to grant us wisdom in each.[image: image1.png]



